
Student Practice Plan (Piano) 
 

Student name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of music to be learned: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Start date: ___________________________________ Completion date: _____________________________________ 

 

A. Supplies. Be sure to have these supplies nearby each time you practice. 

 Pencil 

 Music Definitions sheet or a music dictionary 

 Highlighter (optional) 

 Metronome (if requested by Ms. Kim) 

 

B. Preparation checklist. To play your new piece well, follow the preparation steps below and check off each box 

as you complete a step. 

 Take note of the time signature 

 Take note of the key signature 

 Take note of the tempo of the piece (if indicated) 

 Look up music terms you don’t know and write definitions in the music 

 Take note of any fingerings; circle or highlight those that are difficult to play or remember 

 Take note of all dynamic markings. If you think you will forget them when you play, circle or highlight them 

 Take note of any other musical elements such as accents, staccato, slurs, fermatas, etc. If you think you will 

forget these musical elements when you play, circle or highlight them.  

 Notice the music structure. Are there any repeats? Is there a D.C. al fine? A D.S. al fine? First or second 

endings? 

 

C. Next Steps. Place a checkmark in the box for each step you complete. If you feel the step is unnecessary, put an 

“X” in the box. As you practice, make notes on the back of this sheet in the Comment section if there is anything 

you wish to remember for the next practice session. Each time you practice, read comments before continuing 

with this checklist. 

 1. Sight read through the music twice, either hands separate or hands together depending on the difficulty 

of the piece.  

 2. Circle work places, either for each hand separately or hands together depending on the difficulty of the 

piece. 

 3. Practice any work places until you have played them SLOWLY three times correctly 

 4. Practice work places until you have played them UP TO TEMPO three times correctly 

 5. Plug the work places back in, playing hands separate or together 

 6. If necessary, continue to work on work places 

 7. If hands have been played separately up to this point, play hands together, SLOWLY, from the beginning 

 8. Circle new work places for hands together, if necessary 

 9. Follow steps 3-7 above for hands together 

 10. Once work places have been mastered, continue practicing the piece, hands together, starting at the 

slowest tempo necessary to play it well and gradually increasing the tempo if necessary. If you have been 

asked to use a metronome, be sure to use it at each practice session and mark your metronome progress at 

the top of the page as indicated by Ms. Kim. 
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