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ADVANCED STUDENT 

HOW TO PRACTICE: 
         IMPROVING A “WORK PLACE”      
 
 

1) Play through the entire piece at the tempo indicated at the beginning of the music, or slightly 
slower.   

 
2) Locate “work places”.  A “work place” is a small section of music that is difficult and cannot be 

played mistake-free at the tempo of the piece.  Circle each work place.   
 
3) Slow the tempo down for each work place until you find a mistake-free tempo (you will probably 

have to slow down more than you think!).  The slow tempo may be different for each work place. 
 
4) Set the metronome for this mistake-free tempo.  Mark the metronome number in your music 

next to each work place.  Again, the slow tempo may be different for each work place! 
 
5) Practice each work place at the marked metronome tempo until you can play it three times 

mistake-free.  Practice one work place at a time. 
 
6) Now, add “expressive elements”. Practice the same work place at the same metronome tempo 

and add any “expressive elements”, such as dynamics, changes in tempo or articulation markings 
(slurs, staccato, etc.).  Once you can play a work place three times mistake-free with expressive 
elements, you are ready to… 

 
7) Inch forward.  Increase the tempo in SMALL STEPS (2-5 beats on the metronome).  Cross off 

your first tempo,  and mark the new tempo in the music.   Do this each time you progress 
to a new tempo.   Play through the work place at your new tempo, making sure that each time 
you are playing the correct rhythm, fingerings and all expressive elements.  Once you can play 
the passage correctly at this new tempo, you are ready to move on to a tempo that is a few 
beats faster.  Keep inching the metronome forward until you have mastered the work place at 
the tempo of the piece.  Remember to cross of each old tempo and mark each new tempo.  

 
8) Leap back.  If you get stuck, go back to a slightly slower tempo and inch forward again. 

 
9) Put the work place back into the music and, using the metronome, play through the entire 

piece (or a large section of the piece) at the indicated tempo or slightly slower. 
 

10) At the next practice session, start by practicing your work places at the last mistake-free 
tempo marked in your music.  If you can play each work place at the tempo of the piece, then 
practice the entire piece.  Congratulations – you are mastering the piece of music! 
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