
Flute Cleaning and Maintenance 
 

 

GENERAL CARE OF YOUR FLUTE 

 

1. Make sure that you put your flute together VERY CAREFULLY, being careful 

not to bend the rods of the instrument. 

2. Do not eat or drink anything but WATER before or while playing your flute!   

3. Be careful not to get anything on the PADS of your flute. 

 

CLEANING YOUR FLUTE AFTER EACH USE 

 

1. It is important that you swab out your flute after EACH USE.  Swabbing 

out your instrument removes dirt and moisture from the inside of the 

instrument.  If you do not swab out your flute regularly the instrument can 

become damaged – which mean extra repair costs for your parents and an 

inconvenience for you while your instrument is in the repair shop.  Swab out 

each time you play your instrument to keep the flute clean and working 

properly. 

2. To swab correctly, insert a cotton cloth into the loop of the cleaning rod.  

Cover the end of the rod with the cloth, and then gently push the tip of the 

rod into each joint.   

3. Hand-wash your cleaning swab once per month with warm water and 

WITHOUT DETERGENT (this is very important).  Allow the swab to air dry 

completely before using it to clean out your flute again.  It’s a good idea to 

have two cleaning cloths so that you have one you can use while the other is 

being washed and dried. 

4. Using your cleaning cloth only (without the cleaning rod), gently wipe each 

joint and each “tenon” (the ends of the flute joints that fit into the next 

joint) very carefully.  Then, use your cloth to gently polish the outside of 

each joint before placing it in your case. 

5. You should NEVER polish your instrument with silver polish or any other 

kind of polish, as this could ruin the flute.  Swabbing and cleaning the 

flute with your cloth and rod after each use will keep it in generally good 

condition.  If it absolutely MUST be cleaned, bring it to a repair shop 

recommended by your instructor for professional cleaning.   


