
Purchasing an Electronic Keyboard 
 
It is important that all students who wish to study piano have a good quality instrument 
that has all necessary features (such as a full 88-key keyboard and a sustain pedal). An 
acoustic (traditional wooden) piano, either new or used, that is in good working 
condition is always a good purchase.  However, you may want to consider purchasing an 
electronic keyboard instead as there are many advantages and few disadvantages for 
the non-professional musician. 

Advantages of an electric keyboard: 
- always stays in tune – no expensive piano tuners needed! 
- can be used with headphones – particularly good for busy households where 

quiet practice time can be difficult to find 
- smaller and lighter than traditional acoustic (wooden) piano – some are even 

portable 
- better suited to younger students, as the casing is made of hard plastic rather 

than wood, which is prone to dents and scratches 

Disadvantages: 
- the “touch” and “action” of an electric piano are often different than an acoustic 

piano, which can make switching from one to the other challenging 
- music purists will tell you that the sound of an acoustic piano is more “pure” than 

an electric piano. Also, acoustic piano notes have more resonance than an 
electric piano. However, the electric pianos on the market now are so well-made 
that this is much less of a concern that it used to be.  

Below is a recommended model.  Yamaha is widely recognized as the industry leader in 
digital pianos, but other companies make some good keyboards as well (such as 
Roland). There are also many models of Yamaha keyboards – new and used – on the 
market, and you can often get great deal for a used piano on Craig’s List and the like. If 
you find a piano you are interested in purchasing (new or used) and would like some 
assistance, feel free to send me a link to the website where the piano is advertised and I 
will let you know whether or not it is a good purchase or not. 

Recommended new model (as of 9/1/2021) 

Yamaha P45B 88-Key Digital Piano (approximately $600 for the bundle) 
A full 88-key keyboard with decent touch and sound. Students should also purchase a 
bench, sustain pedal, and keyboard stand (sometimes these things are offered in a 
“bundle”). 


